
Impact of Ethanol Policy on U.S. Retail Prices 
for Broilers, Beef, Pork, and Eggs, 2005-2009 



ICTSD Study Results 

• Study conducted by Iowa State University for 
International Centre for Trade and Sustainable 
Development (ICTSD)* 

• Study simulated retail food prices for broilers, 
beef, pork, and eggs with and without ethanol 
policies in place from 2005-2009 

• Results show negligible or zero impact on 
retail food price from ethanol policy 

*Babcock, Bruce.  June 2011. The Impact of US Biofuel Policies on Agricultural Price Levels and Volatility. 
Conducted for International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD)  
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Impact of U.S. Ethanol Policy on Retail Broiler Prices 

Broilers $/lb. Actual Broilers $/lb. w/o Ethanol Policy

No Change 

Source: Babcock, Bruce.  June 2011. The Impact of US Biofuel Policies on Agricultural Price Levels and Volatility. 
Conducted for International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD)  
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Impact of U.S. Ethanol Policy on Retail Beef Prices 

Beef $/lb. Actual Beef $/lb. w/o Ethanol Policy

 -0.2% 

Beef 

Source: Babcock, Bruce.  June 2011. The Impact of US Biofuel Policies on Agricultural Price Levels and Volatility. 
Conducted for International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD)  
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Impact of U.S. Ethanol Policy on Retail Pork Prices 

Pork $/lb. Actual Pork $/lb. w/o Ethanol Policy

 -0.3% 

Source: Babcock, Bruce.  June 2011. The Impact of US Biofuel Policies on Agricultural Price Levels and Volatility. 
Conducted for International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD)  
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Impact of U.S. Ethanol Policy on Retail Egg Prices 

Eggs $/doz. Actual Eggs $/doz. w/o Ethanol Policy

Source: Babcock, Bruce.  June 2011. The Impact of US Biofuel Policies on Agricultural Price Levels and Volatility. 
Conducted for International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD)  
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